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igo County Council values the opinior It you wish to receive
- the public regarding the project anc EFmall updates from the
welcomes any comments or feedback from Sligo Greenway Project

interested parties. . Team please scan QR

The closing date for submissions is
4pm on 16th February 2024.

https://forms.office.com/e/UJWd8G0cJL
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Introduction

Sligo County Council through the Sligo
RegionalDesignOfficeareintheearlystages
of planning for a Greenway project entitled,
'The Sligo Greenway' from Collooney to
Bellaghy. This project which is funded by
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) will
provide a public walking / cycling trail from
Collooney to Bellaghy Co. Sligo. Arup has
heen appointed by Sligo County Councll to
orovide multi-disciplinary engineering and
other specialist consultancy services to
progress the project through Phases 1-4
of the Tl Project Management Guidelines.

Project Specific Need

The need for the Sligo Greenway IS
underpinned by the necessity to provide
facilities which enable physical activity In
a safe environment for all, together with
the need to connect rural communities
using sustainable modes for short trips
and strengthen rural economies and
communities, whilst enhancing amenity
andheritage. Thesurroundingareascontain
attractive scenery and an opportunity
for users to Interact with nature whilst

benefitting from outdoor activity.

r

"he development of the Sligo Greenway wil|
ncrease the region's outdoor recreation
infrastructure and boost Its reputation as
a destination for adventure activity and
tourism. In doing so, the Greenway will offer
a significant opportunity to increase visitor
numbers, which will have a positive Impact
upon rural communities and economies
and will encourage the development of a
tourism-based industry Iin the area.

't will aild connectivity to local attractions
and cultural heritage sites such as the Sligo
Way, Knocknashee Megalithic Site, Markree
Castle, Banada Abbey and Peace Park, Sligo
Folk Park, and the National Mountain Bike
Centre at Coolaney.
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Project Background

This project 1s proposing to provide a
public walking / cycling trail which links
Bellaghy with Collooney, County Sligo.
The project will investigate providing links
to the National Mountain Bike Centre at
Coolaney. Theprojectwouldalsoeventually
Ink to Sligo Town and Enniskillen, County
Fermanagh via the planned cross border
Sligo, Leitrim, Northern Counties Rallway
SLNCR) Greenway.

How will the route of the
Greenway be decided?

The Project will be developed in line with Tl
ProjectManagementGuidelinesPhases 1-4
and the Code of Best Practice for National
and Regional Greenways (CBPN&RG).

"The emerging preferred route corridor
will be identified based on the respective
advantages and disadvantages of the
various options, as well as consideration of
the various route corridor options in relation
to the scheme objectives and Five S criteria
Scenic, Sustainable, Strategic, Segregated

and lots to See and do)." [CBPN&RG

An appropriate Study Area and list of route
options was Identified at Phase 1 Concept
andFeasibility. Thesewerereviewedinterms
oftheirfeasibility, practicality,and alignment
with the Project Objectives. During Phase 2
Options Selection the viable options will be
evaluated by undertakingan appraisal of the
quantifiable and non-quantifiable impacts.
Following this appraisal, a preferred option

will be identified.
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What Is a
Greenway?

Transport Infrastruture Ireland -
defines a Greenway as

“..a cycleway that caters for
people walking, wheeling
and cycling in a mainly
recreational environment.”
Where a cycleway is “...an
offline public road reserved
for the exclusive use of
people cycling or people
walking, wheeling, and
cycling. All mechanically
propelled vehicles, other
than mechanically propelled
wheelchairs and electric

bikes, are prohibited from
entering except for the
purpose of maintenance and
access.”

Study Area Update

The Study Area presented as part of the
Phase1PublicConsultationhasbeenupdate
slightly to include a 500m buffer from the
proposed route corridor centrelines. This
has been Included to accommodate the
environmental appraisal of the proposed
route corridors. This has resulted In the

oroject Study Area Increasing from 142
KM?2 to 148 km?2. The updates can be seen
N the Proposed Options Plans on boards
03 and 04.
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What's Happening Now

Project Phasing & Timeline

What's Happening Now

Following the conclusion of the Phase 1
Concept and Feasibility, the Project has
progressed to Phase 2 Options Selection.
During Phase 2, all reasonable / feasible
options are examined and their costs,
nenefits and effects on the environment are
interrogated to identity a Preferred Option,
it any, that will progress to Phase 3 Design

and Environmental Evaluation.

Full details of the proposed route corridor
options will be available to view on the
Project Website (www.sligogreenway.ie

from 9am on Monday 22nd January 2024.

Please note that these corridors vary |
width (over 200m In places) whereas the
final design for the proposed Greenway
will be significantly less than this (typically
of the order of 10m). Accordingly, there Is
significant  scope within each corridor
to vary the alignment of the proposed
Greenway.

Project Phasing & Timeline

Phase 1

Concept and Feasibility Study Area and Constraints
We identified a sultable study area to engage
stakeholderstoundertakeconstraintsmapping
and development and assessment of route
options.

Public Consultation No. 1
Study Area & Constraints

Approval Point

Ph_ase 2 _ Options Selection
Options Selection

You are here

We will identify key constraints to the project Public Consultation No.
evelopment and develop and assess feasible Proposed Options
solutions in line with the project objectives so

referr on. '
as to select a preferred optio Landowner Consultation

election of Preferred Option

Public Consultation No.3
Preferred Option

Landowner Consultation

Approval Point

Phase 3 Environmenta
Design & Environmental Evaluation Evaluation

We will develop the design of the preferred
solution to a sufficient level of detall to Landowner Consultation
establishlandtakerequirementsandundertake
environmental evaluation so as to identify and

mitigate impacts. Approval Point

Phase 4

Planning Application
Statutory Process g APP
We will advance the project through the
Statutory Process to ensure that the project
s developed In accordance with planning,
environmental and other relevant legislation.

Statutory Process

Approval Point

Phases 5 & 6 will be subject to planning approval
and funding for the project to proceed.

Sligo County Council S I I G g
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Phase 2 Options Selection
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Proposed Options Plans Disclaimer Notes:

The Corridors shown may be subject to change. More detailed assessments, on-

Showing Key ConStI‘ail‘ltS going studies and the information received from the public may result in changes to
the constraints display and Proposed Study Area. The corridors are generally 200m
wide but vary in certain areas due to notable constraints and opportunities. The
corridors shown do not represent the lands required for a Greenway, they represent
the lands for which a Greenway is feasible.
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